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suggestions for contributions 
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Africa Newsletter. 

Write to info@
climhealthafrica.org

Clim-HEALTH Africa, established in 2013, is the 
International Network for Climate and Health for Africa. 
It is comprised of a group of African and international 
institutions, including the UN, academic, governmental 
and intergovernmental institutions and national and 
international NGOs. 
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1. New Directions

COF Health Working 
Group, left to right: 
Paulino Omoj – ICPAC; 
David Gikungu – Kenya; 
Mutabazi Alphonse 
– Rwanda; Ahmee 
Mohamed – Somalia; 
Denis Rubahika – 
Uganda; MacKenzie 
Dove – Walker Institute; 
Abdi Sahal – Djibouti; 
Adugna Woyessa – 
Ethiopia; Tasiana Mzozo 
– WHO ESA; James 
Sang - Kenya

National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Services participate in 
regional climate outlook forums to 
develop consensus based forecasts 
of rainfall and temperatures for the 
upcoming season. Climate Outlook 
Forums provide an opportunity 
for sectors to engage directly with 
meteorological experts. The 48th 
Greater Horn of Africa Climate 
Outlook Forum (GHACOF) was held 
in Mombasa, Kenya (February 12-
13, 2018) to develop the consensus 
outlook for the March, April, May 
(MAM) 2018 season, and consider the 
impact of the previous 2017 October, 
November, December (OND) season 
on several sectors, including health. 

A GHACOF health sector committee, 
co-chaired by ICPAC and WHO has 
been newly invigorated in 2017 to help 
provide advice to the health sector 
about regional climate risks. Increased 
participation of technical experts in 
climate and health is now reflected 
on this committee with representation 
from Burundi, Djibouti, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Rwanda, Uganda, and international 

support from US-NOAA and the Walker 
Institute - University of Reading.

Together these experts identified climate-
sensitive health risks during the OND 
2017 season, including outbreaks and 
epidemics of malaria and cholera/acute 
watery diarrhoea (AWD). They also 
formulated a health consensus outlook 
for the MAM 2018 season showing 
an expected increase in the risks of 
malaria, AWD, schistosomiasis, typhoid 
and malnutrition in different parts of the 
region. They noted the threat of zoonotic 
diseases, combined risks of recurrent 
drought and El Niño in the sub-region, 
ongoing conflict, population movement 

Regional Climate Forum tackles health hazards

and settlements, such as IDP and refugee 
camps, require concerted intersectoral 
efforts to effectively prevent and control 
diseases.  

The Health Committee recommended 
to the GHACOF 48 ways to improve the 
wider understanding of health implications 
across the region and the work of climate-
health committee. 

FOR MORE DETAILS, INCLUDING 
HEALTH RECOMMENDATIONS,  

SEE THE FULL GHACOF  
48 REPORT HERE.

Health adaptation planning for the health sector
WHO sponsored a regional meeting in 
Nairobi from 15-16 March 2018 for MoH 
climate and health focal points from fifteen 
countries to strengthen the development 
of Health National Adaptation Plans 
(H-NAP). Seven countries in attendance 
initiated and developed H-NAPs, while 
seven countries revised and finalized 
existing H-NAPs. Of those in attendance, 
thirteen countries undertook Vulnerability 

and Adaptation assessments and produced 
Health Vulnerability Indices. Participants 
learned about approaches and opportunities 
for strengthening climate and health 
policies, and discussed how to forge greater 
linkages with the UNFCCC processes and 
other national partners to address climate 
change. A second training for francophone 
countries will occur in Dakar, Senegal on 
the 16th and 17th of May 2018. 

Meeting participants, 16 March 2016.  
Photo: Marina M. WHO, Geneva

2. Highlights

https://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/climate/regional-climate-outlook-products
http://www.icpac.net/
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WHO joins with RIASCO to combat El Niño drought
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Health consequences of El Niño 

Extreme weather events are becoming 
more frequent in southern Africa and the 
need for resilience building to address 
climate related health risks is becoming 
more pronounced. WHO is working with 
the Ministries of Health and other health 
partners in affected countries to address 
the health needs and effects caused by 
the El Niño.

The WHO Regional Office for Africa has 
taken additional steps to partner with 
the Regional Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee (RIASCO) to help the health 
sector respond to and recover from 

health impacts of the 2015/16 El Niño 
induced drought in the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) region.

The health response focused mainly  
on addressing:
●  the increased risks of water and  
 vector borne diseases, including  
 cholera and malaria;
● the plague outbreak in Madagascar  
 in 2017.

Based on the observed needs to 
strengthen the resilience of the SADC 
region in disaster management including 

epidemics prevention and control, the 
WHO and the SADC secretariat have 
developed a joint action plan focused on:
●  mapping disaster risks in the region,  
 including climate-related health  
 emergencies;
●  supporting the implementation of WHO’s  
 regional strategy for DRM-Health;
●  participating in SADC’s DRM strategy  
 and enhancing health action in the  
 SADC Resilience Strategy.

WHO participates in RIASCO monthly 
meetings, providing disease outbreak 
situation updates, and steps to ensure  
climate and health is a component of 
RIASCO’s humanitarian response. MORE INFORMATION ON HEALTH AND ENSO AVAILABLE HERE AND HERE.

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/who-wmo-brief-health-and-enso
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/el-nino/flyer_21jan2016.pdf?ua=1


3. New Resources

Seasonal forecasts for Africa

New research
●  Seasonally lagged effects of climatic factors on malaria incidence in South Africa. View
●  The seasonal influence of climate and environment on yellow fever transmission across Africa. View
●  Spatial panorama of malaria prevalence in Africa under climate change and interventions scenarios. View
●  Climate Change, Air Pollution and Health in South Africa. View

Knowing what the season ahead may 
bring, if it will be particularly dry or wet, 
can help health partners better anticipate 
health impacts and inform upcoming 
disease control interventions. Some 
forums such as the GHACOF provide 
opportunities for health partners to 
 discuss in person with meteorological 

experts what this rainfall and temperature 
forecast may mean for health risks.

PRESAC – Prévisions Climatiques 
Saisonnières en Afrique Centrale
Forecasts produced at annual  
meeting in late September. Online 
resources here. 

Map of regions of seasonal 
forecasts in Africa
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PRESAGG – Prévisions Climatiques 
Saisonnières pour les pays du  
Golfe de Guinée
Forecasts produced at annual meeting 
in late February or early March. Online 
resources here. 

PRESANORD – Prévisions Climatiques 
Saisonnières en Afrique du Nord
Forecasts produced once or twice a year in 
late November and between February and 
March. Online resources here. 

GHACOF – Greater Horn of Africa 
Climate Outlook Forum
Forecasts produced three times a year at 
meetings in February, August and a virtual 
meeting. Online resources here. 

PRESAO – Prévisions Climatiques 
Saisonnières en Afrique de l’Ouest
Forecasts produced at annual meeting  
in late April. Online resources here. 

SARCOF – Southern African  
Regional Climate Outlook Forum
Forecasts produced at annual meeting 
during the last two weeks of August.  
Online resources here. 

SWICOF – Southwest Indian Ocean 
Countries Climate Outlook Forum 
Forecasts produced typically during 
September. Online resources here. 

More information on Regional  
Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs) 
available here.

https://idp.nature.com/authorize?response_type=cookie&client_id=grover&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.com%2Farticles%2Fs41598-017-02680-6
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0006284
https://ij-healthgeographics.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12942-018-0122-3
http://
http://acmad.net/rcc/presac.php
http://acmad.net/rcc/presagg.php
http://acmad.net/rcc/presanord.php
http://www.icpac.net
http://acmad.net/rcc/presao.php
http://www.sadc.int/news-events/newsletters/climate-outlook/
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/rcofs/webpage/SWIOCOF.html
https://library.wmo.int/opac/doc_num.php?explnum_id=3191


MORE INFORMATION, INCLUDING THE BULLETIN ITSELF, AVAILABLE HERE. 

In December 2017, Niger released 
its first Health Climate Bulletin, which 
was produced by the multidisciplinary 
Climate-Health Group. This is one of 
five climate thematic groups set up 
under Niger’s National Framework for 
Climate Services, which is now under 
implementation. The bulletin, which 
provides a co-developed climate product 
for the health sector, was developed 
with support from the Climate Services 
for Increased Resilience in the Sahel 

project, a Global Framework for Climate 
Services (GFCS) initiative funded by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID).

The first edition of the bulletin focused 
on meningitis, a devastating infection of 
the thin lining enveloping the brain and 
spinal cord, with a quick onset and high 
rates of long-term disability and fatality. 
“The expected impact of this Bulletin is to 
support the current disease surveillance 

system through the production of 
information on climatic parameters and 
surveillance data on meningitis,” said 
Mody Issaka, an epidemiologist at Niger’s 
Department of Epidemics Surveillance 
and Response, who also leads the 
Climate-Health Group. “This can help 
health authorities to take prompt and 
effective decisions, as well as sensitize 
the population on preventive measures 
with a view to reducing the morbidity and 
mortality caused by meningitis.”

Concentration 
of dust (µg/m³), 
December 2017
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4. Country Experiences 

Monitoring meningitis risk in Niger with new 
climate-informed tools

Located in the “Meningitis Belt” of 
Africa, Niger is regularly confronted 
with devastating outbreaks from various 
strains of the disease. Climate information 
can help Niger monitor environmental 

susceptibility to meningitis outbreaks 
since humidity, dust and wind have been 
proven to be good predictors of where and 
when seasonal outbreaks of meningitis 
may occur. Regular updates on dust and 

wind conditions in Niger can help health 
authorities plan vaccination campaigns to 
improve the country’s coverage against 
this disease, especially in areas at 
heightened risk of an outbreak.

http://www.wmo.int/gfcs/niger-first-health-climate-bulletin
http://www.wmo.int/gfcs/sites/default/files/Bul_decembre_2017.pdf
http://www.gfcs-climate.org/sahel-project?_ga=2.41271714.1648704108.1520842791-672090800.1520842791
http://www.gfcs-climate.org/sahel-project?_ga=2.41271714.1648704108.1520842791-672090800.1520842791
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Opportunities  

Webinar
Understanding capacity needs of  
African national meteorological and 
hydrological agencies.
2 May, 2018, 9:00 to 10:00am EDT. View.
 

Training
E-Platform on Weather and Climate 
Services for Resilient Development: 
A Guide for Practitioners and Policy 
Makers. The course raises awareness 
of this important agenda in the context 
of climate resilient development, and it 
will help teams and project managers in 
integrating Weather and Climate Services 
considerations into their projects, both in 
terms of project conceptualization and 
delivery. Location: Virtual. Format: Full/
partial remote access, self-paced. 30 
September, 2018. View. 
 

Programmes
Horizon 2020: Climate Services for Africa 
Call for 2019 proposals under the EU’s 
Horizon 2020 work programme, 2018- 
2020 on Climate Services for Africa, 
see page 18, LC-CLA-05-2019: Human 
dynamics of climate change. View.
 

Request for Manuscripts
International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health (IJERPH), 
Special Issue: Climate Change and Health 
Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessments 
Invitation for research papers, case 
studies, and policy-relevant articles based 
on assessments of climate change, health 
vulnerability and adaptation at local, 
regional and national levels. Submission 
deadline: 31 July 2018. View.

 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 2018 

World Health Assembly, Geneva, 
Switzerland, 21-16 May 2018
The World Health Assembly is the 
decision-making body of WHO. It is 
attended by delegations from all WHO 
Member States and focuses on a specific 
health agenda. View. 
 
The 2018 Planetary Health Annual 
Meeting, University of Edinburgh, 
29-31 May 2018
A multidisciplinary conference to examine 
how the health impacts of global 
environmental changes manifest in 
regional settings and to highlight emerging 
responses. View. 
 
 
June 2018 

Adaptation Futures 2018 
Conference, Cape Town, South 
Africa, 18-21 June 2018
Adaptation Futures is the biennial 
conference of the Global Programme of 
Research on Climate Change Vulnerability, 
Impacts and Adaptation (PROVIA). The 
conference includes health sessions, 
where Clim-HEALTH Africa partners will be 
participating to share experiences. View. 

 
August 2018 

Centre for International Health 
Pre-Conference Workshop on 
Capacity Building for National 
Sustainable Development – 
Nairobi Kenya, 8-16 August 2018 
The workshop aims to establish a platform 
for collaboration and networking between 
and among African scientists, researchers, 
academics and students, and other 
countries across the globe. The 2018 
workshop will cover three major themes: 
laboratory diagnosis for effective disease 
diagnosis and generation of evidence-

based clinical data, mathematical modeling 
of disease with regard to climate change 
and implementation science “from research 
findings to policy”. Please visit https://www.
aibbc-society.org/workshops.html for pre-
registration..

Sixty-eighth WHO Regional 
Committee for Africa, Dakar, 
Senegal, 27-31 August 2018
The Regional Committee is the governing 
body of WHO in the African Region and 
comprised of health ministers from 47 
countries. View.

 
October 2018 

Inter-ministerial Conference on 
Health and Environment, Gabon, 
12-18 October 2018
The Third Inter-Ministerial Conference on 
Health and environment in Africa will be 
organized with support from WHO, the 
UN Environment Programme, the African 
Development Bank and others to take 
stock of progress made in implementing 
the Libreville Declaration, and inform new 
opportunities to reduce environmental 
threats to human health. 

WHO’s First Global Conference 
on Air Pollution and Health, 30 
October – 1 November 2018 

The conference will be organized at WHO 
Headquarters in Geneva, in collaboration 
with UN Environment, World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO), and UNFCCC. It 
will aim to address the 6.5 million deaths 
a year due to air pollution by 2030, as a 
contribution to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals. View. 

 

5. Opportunities and Events

https://www.climatelinks.org/events/understanding-capacity-needs-african-national-meteorological-and-hydrological-agencies?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Climatelinks%20events%20roundup%20-%20April%202018&utm_content=Climatelinks%20events%20roundup%20-%20April%202018+CID_4ab2de09555b54377d6eb5519a80c4f8&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor%20CRM&utm_term=Understanding%20Capacity%20Needs%20of%20African%20National%20Meteorological%20and%20Hydrological%20Agencies
https://www.climatelinks.org/events/e-platform-weather-and-climate-services-resilient-development-guide-practitioners-and-policy
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-climate_en.pdf
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph/special_issues/climate_change_vulnerability
http://www.who.int/life-course/news/events/71-wha/en/
https://planetaryhealthannualmeeting.org
http://adaptationfutures2018.capetown
https://www.aibbc-society.org/workshops.html
https://www.aibbc-society.org/workshops.html
http://iogt.org/event/who-afro-rcm68/2018-08-27/
http://www.who.int/airpollution/events/conference/en/


6. Get involved

Become a 
Member

Subscribe to the Clim-HEALTH 
Africa Newsletter

The effects of climate change are 
being felt across the African continent 
at an increasing pace, but so too is 
our capacity to mitigate and adapt to 
these impacts. By working together, we 
can share knowledge, resources, and 
opportunities, and further the impact of 
our individual contributions to tackling 
climate change and its effects. If you are 
conducting work that contributes to the 
goals of Clim-HEALTH Africa, become 
a member by sending an Expression of 
Interest letter and information on your 
institution to the Clim-HEALTH Africa 
Secretariat at info@climhealthafrica.org.  

Share Your Achievements with the  
Clim-Health Africa Network

A great deal has been achieved since Clim-
HEALTH Africa was launched five years ago. 
We invite you to complete a survey to share 
your contributions to the goals of the network. 
This may include research and publications, 

To stay up-to-date on the latest happenings in the Climate and Health community in 
Africa, sign up here to receive this newsletter, and send your suggested contributions 
for the next issue to info@climhealthafrica.org.

training programmes, projects, operational 
and policy achievements or other relevant 
actions. Please take the time to complete 
this 5-10 minute survey, and to update 
your member profile.
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